
Welcome Local Organizer! 

to PassMassAmendment
PassMassAmendment is a statewide ballot initiative to amend the Massachusetts Constitution, based on "Corporations Are Not People, Money Is Not Speech". We are developing a statewide network of petitioners who want to get corporations out of our elections.  

We seek local organizers. 
We aim to empower democracy. 
We  aim to offer "just enough" structure to help empower local organizers to be successful as part of a statewide team.  

This page is intended to introduce you how we tend to organize. We are a bottoms up organization. If you see a better way, use it!
The purpose of having a local organizer is to build small local teams that will be able to collect signatures during the fall. The goal is to get as many people involved as possible, to get as many signatures as possible, BUT to also organize in a way that offers people "small ways to help", so that busy people do  not feel overwhelmed with the project.  A prototypical team would consist of you and a few (or more!) people whom you know and have inspired to take part. 

We’re asking people to collect 100 signatures each. But of course any amount is appreciated!  100 signatures should take no more than 5 hours of directly collecting signatures in public places or going door to door. (See the “How to Collect Signatures” on web site). Three afternoons, two hours each, at a farmer's market, community gathering/fair or rally is usually enough.

In addition to petitioners, we are looking for local organizers (you!) to spend about 30 hours over the next six months to: 

· build a team

· plan for signature collection events

· keep the team interested and educated and involved during the lead-up period

· keep them coordinated during the actual collection period

· get the sheets to their respective cities at the end using our network (mail or in-person)

The first step is in local organizing is to get a couple people in a room! We find that once "people who care" are in a room, a lot of the organizing happens on its own.

The Regional Coordinators can help by bringing speakers to your meeting, providing flyers, buttons, etc, to help make things exciting. We have legal experts available to answer questions, and we may also be able to help with "leads" for people in your town who want to help. When we get inquiries from people around the state, we hand off the leads to the local coordinators.

PassMass Amendment is a group of Massachusetts citizens who want to establish that Democracy is about people making decisions for themselves, free from Corporate interference. Inspired by the individual towns and cities that have passed local resolutions, we came together to push that up to the state level. We have no particular expertise in the area of politics and law. We decided to do this because nobody else was doing it. We have two years of experience doing petitions, so we’ve got that part down. All we need is more people.

We would also love more participation. Statewide Regional Meetings are in Cambridge, 1:30, 2nd Sunday of the month, til we start petitioning. Please feel free to come and offer your input. All voices are welcome

Will this amendment mean the end of Corporate Control of our elections and a more Democratic union? Who knows. It could be attacked in a thousand ways. We can't overturn Citizens United. BUT we CAN protect our Commonwealth from monied interests controlling our government. THAT was the intention of our state constitution, and we aim to use it.  Our efforts could also be the spark that inspires other states and finally the nation to do the same. We know that’s what we want and it’s worth our time to fight for it. (More nuanced arguments for why we're doing this can be found in the FAQ at http://passmassamendment.wikispaces.com/.)

email: 

passmassamendment@gmail.com
FB: 

https://www.facebook.com/PassMassAmendment
Web:

www.PassMassAmendment.org
Sincerely,

Bil Lewis

Bil@LambdaCS.com

617 501 3692

