CITY OF NORTHAMPTON

. MASSACHUSETTS

ﬂn C;fy Com/ e Apdl19,2012 i

..............

Upon the Recommenda’uon of City Council President Wﬂham H Dwight, Councilor
Jesse. M.. Adams, Councilor Maureen T..Carney,. Councilor. Pamela C.Schwartz and..............

- Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge, and Northampton Human Rights Commission

° e,

Resolution to Amend the Constitution of the United States

WHEREAS, We the people adopted and ratified the United Statés Constitution to protect

the free speech and other rights of people, not corporations;

WHEREAS Corporatlons are not people but instead are entities creaied by the law of y »
states and nations; - _ -

WHEREAS for the past three decades, a d1v1ded United States Supreme Court has

-erroneously transformed the First Amendment into a powerful tool for oorporatmns

seeking to evade and invalidate the people’s Iaws

‘WHZEREAS this corporaie misuse of the Fxrst Amendment and Constitution has reached
an extreme conclusion in the United States Supreme Court’s rulmg in szens United v.
Federal Election Commission;

WHEREAS Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission overturned Iongstanding
precedent prohibiting corporanons from spendmg corporate general treasury funds in our

elections;

WHEREAS, szens United v. Federal Elecnon Commission unleashes a torrent of
corporate money in our political process unmatched by any campaign expendlture totals
in United States h1story,

WHEREAS, Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission purports'to invalida’;e state
laws and even state Constitutional provisions separating corporate money from elections;

- WHEREAS, Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission presents a serious and

direct threat to our republican democracy,




